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A
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

COMMENT ON ARTICLE

The evidence of mother to child transmission of hepatitis B virus infection in
Pakistan and the need for hepatitis Bimmunization policy change

Beuy Joob," Viroj Wiwanitkti2

Madam, the recent report on "mother to child
transmission of hepatitis B virus infection and hepatitis B
immunization" is very interesting.! Qureshi et al.
concluded that "hepatitis B vaccination given at 6, 10 and
14 weeks of birth is not sufficiently protective, indicating
a strong need for the introduction of birth dose into the
national immunisation system."! In fact, the birth dose of
hepatitis B immunization has been used worldwide. In
Thailand, the implementation of birth dose of hepatitis B
immunization has been used for 20 years and the good
protection could be observed.2 Similar observation is also
reported from Taiwan.3 Hence, it is no doubt that the birth
dose of hepatitis B immunization can also be useful and
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successful in case of Pakistan. However, the issues to be
further studied including a) cost and utility analysis of
implementation, b) the accessibility of vaccination service
and ¢) the attachment to the vaccination programme. It
might be expected that the main obstacles can be the
cost of vaccine and attending to the standard delivery
service of the pregnant.
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