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INTRODUCTION 

Except for case reports,1,2 no data on the frequency of Echinococcus infestation is available in

Pakistan. In this article the frequency of Echinococcus infestation in surgical specimens received over

27 years is being presented.

MATERIAL AND METHODS 

The records of the Department of Pathology, Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, Karachi from 1961

to 1988 were searched for cases of Echinococcus infestation. During this period, of the 141,967 cases

examined, 172 (0.1%) were diagnosed as Echinococcus infestation.

OBSERVATIONS 

The distribution of the cases according to age, sex and different sites are shown in Tables I and II

respectively,



a comparison with some other published series3,4 in Table III.



Liver and the lung account for a majority of the cases in all the three series. However, nearly every

organ of thebody can be the site of infestation. Moreover, involvement of certain sites like neck,

Vertebral Column, Ovaries, Spinal Cord, Cranial Cavity, Hip, Breasts and Pleura have not been

reported in other series.
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